Ryukyu Arc Slope
The Ryukyu Arc slope exhibits a bayonet geometry in map view (Figures 3 and 4 Because the more-than-300-km-long Gagua Ridge seems to terminate at the trench (its height with respect to the surrounding basement decreases from 5 km in the south to less than 1 km in the trench), we consider that either (1) the ridge extends to the north with a low at the trench or (2) On the basis of observations in the wake of a subducting asperity, we have shown that strain partitioning was efficient within the wedge at least during the last 400,000 to 600,000 years. Detailed morphological investigations supported by sandbox models are currently being performed [Dominguez et al., 1996] to propose a kinematic analysis of this sector and estimate the contribution of the subducting seamount/ridge in the coupling between the two converging plates and thus the degree of partitioning. The Hsincheng Ridge is located exactly at the intersection of (1) the northern end of the Longitudinal Valley Fault, (2) the northwestern extension of the NW-SE strike-slip faults affecting the accretionary wedge, and (3) along a major N-S transform zone. This is the reason why it is so difficult to seismically image structural features it. it, even with multichannel seismics. Lallemand et al. [1997b] have shown that the upper sequence of the ridge consists of deformed sediment of the Hoping Basin. The ridge is thus presently growing. Seismic data and morphological studies allow us to infer that it undergoes strong compression. The ridge is also located in the extension of the Coastal Range, so that its deeper parts can be constituted of the Luzon Volcanic Arc, which could be downfaulted to the north along an E-W tear fault [Lallemand et aL, 1997b].
Trench-Parallel Stretching and Folding in the Forearc

Conclusion
It has been shown in this study that slip partitioning, caused by oblique convergence, was either localized along a major transcurrent fault at the rear of the accretionary wedge for an obliquity of 40 ø or distributed over the width of the sedimentary wedge when obliquity increased to 60 ø . The influence of a subducting ridge or seamount on the degree of strain partitioning needs to be further investigated using analog modeling, and no definitive conclusion can be reached yet. The forearc basin sediments appear to be slightly sheared between the rigid underlying arc basement and the moving accretionary prism. Trench-parallel stretching and folding is thus observed above the bayonet-shaped toe of the rigid arc.
Unlike the Sumatra and Hikurangi cases where transcurrent faulting also occurs onshore near the volcanic line, our observations from the southern Ryukyu show that no significant transcurrent features were revealed in the arc. This absence within the southern Ryukyu Arc basement could result from the lack of any volcanism (no weakness zone) and/or the extensional regime of the overriding plate (Okinawa Trough opening).
